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September 24, 1999

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20554-0001

To the Commission::

I am writing in support ofWVPT, public television for the Shenandoah Valley and
Charlottesville, Virginia. WVPT is in jeopardy oflosing its Charlottesvil1e channel assignment
due to a waiver the FCC is considering.

I believe that WVPT is an important source of instructional, award-winning programming
designed specifically for the Charlottesville area. More than 40 percent of their television
schedule is devoted to children. WVPT serves the community through its alliances with the
University of Virginia, Charlottesville and Albermrle schools, the United Way and many others.
WVPT is a publically funded station and I believe striping WVPT of their channel assignment
would be harmful to the Charlottesville community and to those in the greater Charlottesville area
whot enjoy the public programming offered by WVPT.

I would greatly appreciate your reviewing this matter and showing WVPT's motion to
retain their channel 19 assignment. With kind regards, I am

YHGjr/cgt

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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The Federal Communications Commission
445-12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commission:

I am writing as the Executive Director of the Virginia Discovery Museum.
I urge you not to allow WVPT to lose its channel assignment. VNPT provides an
invaluable service to those in the Charlottesville area. As the Executive Director
of the only children's museum in central Virginia, I value our long and extensive
history of partnerships with VNPT. Both of our organizations are committed to
quality educational programming, children, our communities and originality.
Below is a partial list of successful partnerships between our organizations:

Magic School Bus
As a public service VNPT produced and aired promotional spots about

hands-on science programs at the Virginia Discovery Museum before each
Magic School Bus program supporting a continuum of learning.

Young Environmentalist Contest
The Virginia Discovery Museum served as a site for the awards ceremony

for this regional contest addressing issues of importance to both of our
organizations. The winning entries from Grades 6-8 were displayed at the
Museum assuring widespread visibility.

Skyline Illustrated
This locally produced VNPT program featured the Virginia Discovery

Museum. When it was initially aired, it provided valuable publicity for our unique
educational setting. We continue to use this excellent and informative segment in
the orientation process for both new staff and Board members.

Cubby appearances
The VNPT mascot accompanied by WVPT staff, activities and materials

has appeared at the Virginia Discovery Museum and numerous special events
sponsored by the Museum.

Creating Community Partnerships for Science Literacy
[Sponsored by WGBH and MAS].

Our proposal, in partnership with WVPT and the Shenandoah Valley
Discovery Museum (in Winchester, VA) was one of 75 out of 300 chosen in

East End Downtown Mall Post Office Box 1128 Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
Telephone (804) 977-1025 • Fax (804) 977-9681



response to a national RFP. After more than a year of planning, this joint project
will culminate in a one-day event called KidVention celebrating the inventive
nature of children with an emphasis on communication. [Please see the
accompanying program calendar for details.]

VVVPT is a valued resource to our community and a welcome partner for
our children's museum. I have worked with every local VVVPT representative
since becoming Executive Director in 1990. The local representatives along with
the V\NPT staff in Harrisonburg have consistently been supportive of our mission
and open to discussions about opportunities for partnerships. Their local
programming is exceptional. I hope there will not be any changes in their channel
assignment and service to the Charlottesville area. Thank you for your attention
to this concern.

Enclosures:
Past publicity
Program calendar

Sincerely,

Peppy G. Linden
Executive Director

MM 86-440
In re Applications of Achernar Broadcasting Company, Lindsay Television
For Construction Permit for a New UIIF TV Station on Channel 64 at
Charlottesville Virginia



The Daily Progressllandon Nordeman

GREEN GAME: The inventors of The Water Game, Holly Berry, 13,
(left), Heather Tyler, 14, Kimberly Atkins, 13, (right) and Kimber­
Iy's mother, laura Atkins, examine their creation Monday after­
noon at the Virginia Discovery Museum. The game was among
the winners of the WVPT Young Environmentalist Contest.. '.'

THE DAILY PROGRESS, .'

Charlottesv[I\e, Va., Tuesday, February 24, 1998 -
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WVPT
The WVPT Young Environmentalist Award

Supported by the Virginia Discovery Museum

Preserving the environment is an ongoing concern for everyone. WVPT Public
Television seeks to increase awareness on environmental issues and to involve young
people--the next generation--in the process ofpreserving our resources. For the second
year, the Young Environmentalist Award Contest has been held with the aim of
achieving both of these goals. In this year's contest, students in grades 9-12 produced
essays and/or videos that identified a problem of water conservation or pollution.
Working individually or in groups, these students then sought to provide a creazi\'e and
yet practicable solution.

The Virginia Discovery Museum, geared toward educating students in
kindergarten through 5th grade, has played an integral role in the Grade 6-8 Young
Environmentalist Award. Middle school students were asked to create an
instructional, hands-on exhibit to be displayed at the Discovery Museum. Among [he
entries submitted were a variety of board games, an exhibit involving water sample
identification, and a homemade water filter. Tl1'o board games, "Pollution Attacks"
and "~Vater Game," were selected as winner and honorable mention, respectively, and
will be displayed this spring in the Discovery Museum for many young students lO

enjoy.
"Pollution Attacks" was submitted by Kimberly Dodson, Rebecca Lamb. and

Jennifer Roberts of Kate Collins lvfiddle School in Waynesboro. "The Water Game"
was created by Kimberley Atkins, Holly Berry, and Heather Tyler, also of Kate Collins
Jvfiddle School. The winning entry for the Grade 12 contest, "The Greening of Little
Washington," was submitted by Andrew Van Hom of Rappahannock County High
School in Washington, VA. The Grade 9-11 winner, "Flooding in Rappahannock
County," was created by Emily Sims, Robyn Kaye, and Ryland Pace, also of
Rappahannock County High School.

}Vinning spots profiling these students and their entries are airing on JVVPT:

Grade 12 -- Andrew Van Hom

Grade 9-11 -- Emily Sims
Robyn Kaye
Ryland Pace

- Grade 6-8 -- Kimberly Dodson
Rebecca Lamb
Jennifer Roberts

Febnwry 24, 4:55 p.m.
Febnwry 25, 5:58 p.m.

Febnwry 24, 5:25 p.m.
Febnwry 25, 5:29 p.m.

Febnwry 24, 6:25 p.m.
FebnlQry 25, 4:59 p.m.

Public Television for the Shenandoah Valley and Piedmont Region
298 Port Republic Road· Harrisonburg, Virginia 22801-3052· (540) 434-5391





• The Young Environmentalist
Award

The last several months at WVPI' have been particu­
larly fulfilling for me. I have become acquainted with a
number of outstanding young people while working with
the 1997 Young Heroes project and our first Young
~nvironmentalistAward Essay Contest. Please read the
article on p. 11 about our 1997 Young Heroes.

The top two finalists were Erin Tate, also a senior at Central High School, and
Safia Rawoot, a senior at Stonewall Jackson High School. Both also received
plaques April 16. Both are outstanding students who have set high goals for
themselves. All three gave thought-provoking ideas for saving the Chesapeake
Bay.

Sarah's goal is to pursue a bachelor of science degree in pre-medicine or biolo­
gy. She has earned numerous academic records including being a Jefferson
Scholarship semifinalist and a 1997 National Merit Program commended stu­
dent. She has received the Virginia High School League Academic Excellence
Award for three years and has participated in several prestigious studies pro­
grams. In sports, she has excelled in tennis, cross country, and basketball.
Sarah has participated in the Letterman's Club, National Honor Society, Youth
and Government Club, Student Council Association, Model General Assembly,
Math Club, and Spanish Club and has held offices in many of these. She has
volunteered for ~he Salvation Army, Medical College of Virginia Hospital,
Shenandoah County Sheriffs Department, and is a member of the Friends of the
North Fork of the Shenandoah River.

Sarah E. Cottrell, a senior at Central High School in Woodstock, received the
Young Environmentalist Award April 16 at a reception at the Holiday Inn­
Staunton. Three finalists, all superior students, were chosen on the basis of their
essays addressing why, despite unprecedented investments, the Chesapeake Bay
is still a threatened resource. Each finalist was interviewed at the Virginia
Discovery Museum in Charlottesville March 17. Based on the essay and oral pre­
sentation, Sarah was chosen the winner. She received a plaque, and a $1,000
scholarship from Shenandoah Valley Water Company in Staunton for reim­
bursable higher education expenses. A biographical video segment about Sarah
will air on WVPI' for several months.

It has been a pleasure working with Chris Saxman of Shenandoah Valley
Water Company on this project. Thank you to Layman, Diener & Borntrager
Insurance Agency of Harrisonburg, the contest's underwriter. Also, Domino's
Pizza provided a pizza party for Sara Chiaramonte, a senior at Riverheads High
School, whose name was drawn from all entrants. And, Skyline Trophy &
Engraving provided and engraved the winner's and finalists' plaques.

bJr congratulations to Sarah for contin-uedsuccess.:And, if you are in
Charlottesville, 'Visit The Virginia Discovery Museum's spring exhibit on the
Chesapeake Bay!
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TheVirginia Discovery Museum is
partially supported by ;I. grant from the
Virginia Commission for the Arts and
the National Endowment for the Arts,
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Calendar and general Museum
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www.vadm.org
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VIRGINIA DISCOVERY MUSEUM

September 1~99 October

Total:

MASTERCARDVISA

CostumeWorkshop
Saturday, October 30 /2:00-3:00

: .;:Allages

";. ~e.,e~~3 ~;~~b~_~ f ~5, _N,o~,"me",-bers $
~WhY·buy Y,our·(;~,s~~r,ne ~.~.~_~ck;,when you can
",f{~()r~ wi,~ ~h_e,exp~rts ~ ~r~~te ~a ~nique and
". T,ay~e:sc,a[r~~s~u.'rn~?"Bri,ng-'~~~,~of your own
J~,eas,~~~~,at~,~~lst,o a~"soM~~l1i.shing touches,
~~, cre~~e'~a:_co·S~~~~frorp~u.L~;c~~I~d·materials.

<~"~.~yb~y~,~~I,I,~i~;,a,~~ze'~~~~y~urc:ostumeat the
-=.;,~~:,'::~:"'~P~",~~w,n-:~~leb,r:i"~e~~!1lfe,~~lIow_een_,_

'.,' .;:~:!~ ;:i~J~~~~~,~:~j~U~~t:~!:)·
"' ~~,-tlJ\~LOyY'~EN,,~~SH!

SaturyJay, October 30. . 6:0NJ:00
":;--:':'~t'··<:':Ages'~+whh. ad~~is,
fee: $5 ""embers I $7N~nrnernbers . $

Come,haunt the" Museum;dressed to scare. during
an after-hours HaJloweericelebration!

"Th~"M~seum wilibe tra:n~o~edinto a'spooky
(but toddler-friendly) space full f?f tricks, you try &

treats yOu make, plus a special penomier.
The party roam will be a glowing, black light
theater .where you'll be able t() perform with

special creepy creatures that you make!
Please register early for the fun!

Developments

~
O. ~ Rt'mE'mbeJthat~\t'\llllbeclm;ed

for rel101·allOll lind pltwnwg on

~ Tlle~d(l.'. September '7 through
lndln. September 10. \\ ...
ild(!Jtlllllalh tdkl,tlJh ,hOli ··Imak 1,
IJft1t1 ..,tlit OUI (OrnmU111t\ dnd

~\,\t\J\'" ("n (' \bJlll~ un ....dlll\,lal
Sep~nber II and check out th.:- clwng'·~ and llt:l\ nhil,it:

~ tt-pkome to the nt'w llwmlwr:-; of the \-ir~inia

Di:3co\,t>f\' .\lll:3f'Ulll BI)i.l.fd Ilf Directors: -
James Barkle," Thi" YPJr'" officf>r:"- hill hf':
Gallow:l'" Bec·k Scott \"atkins, President
Dcnj~f-' Hurns John Reid. llll'e Preside,,'
Sarah Hormel -'lim! BmH'rmau_ Treasur,'r
)[aI·~' Jo Hajek Franeie )1("Donald. Sel'relury.

)Iike Terr~'.

~. Be ,:.un" to ,i:-;it u:-, at the-\lbt'llIarlt' Count:- FiJiI'.
_-\UgLl:,t 31-Septt'lllbpr .=).

lfoS\I'll1\" '1'H_.-\.",1\. ) Ol -~ tn r-'\,PI\·Otlf' \1'1111 hit:'
gellt"mll::,l~' donated time. talent. ,-wel ,:.uppurt to the
\IU:-:PUlll. including:

• The Public lJ"etjflre Fountlaliotl for thr-'il' rel"'·:::
doni.1tion.

• ]ud'y Giles for organizing ilnd tpachini-! fmr craft
(';llllp.

• The Junior League of Charlottes611e for
~pon:,orilli! our 1999.:2000 fidd Trip Dro('hur~

• En>J;.'mw innd,pd in flUf l p" Lp &- _-'\\\'Ll:-; t""hihil
• CFIr Tntelos and J'-e(fl GroIJeli for I1t:'Jp \\'lth

the de-..,ign and ('U!1::,trul,tin!l flf ,)ur Tlt"\1 t',xhiIJit.
Kif/Connect.

• Syhia s Pi:;::;u for our PiLl.~1 Purl~'~ pr'Jgrdlll.

• The Rinlllnll R"dio Control Club 1'111

,:.pon,:.min~ our :::'umnwr \lud<:,1 Buildillf?: .\lini-ClllJp,
• All of our dedicated l'olunleers \\Iw '.'Llme­

out during tht' ,:.("orching.: :'lllllllli>l" !wat:

CASH

October

Name on card:, ~_Exp. Date: _

Phone (home):, (wark):: _

CHECKMethod of payment (circle one):

Mail to: Virginia Discovery Museum, Post Office Box 1128, Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
Or fax to: 977-9681

C,edit Card # : _

Adult:, Address: c- _

Signature:: _

Discover Communico.tion
Piedmont Virginia Community College

5aturday, Oetobe, 9 11:00-3:00
Ages 4+ and adults -zr

KideVention: Discover Communication is a
partnership between the Virginia Discovery
Museum, the Shenandoah Valley Discovery
Museum,andWVPT that celebrates the

inventive nature of children. Children and

adults who participate in this exciting, one~day
event have an opportunity to meet with a

diverse group of people working in the field of
communkation. Features include an invention
creation station, telephone take-apart table,
and a video tape of their invention to take
home, plus many more entertaining and

educational activities and prizes. Information
and project ideas to help you prepare for

Kid-Ventian will be available at the
KidConnect exhibit at the Museum and on our

Web site starting in September.
This event is sponsored in port by Plow & Hearth

and CFW Inte/os.

Kid·Vention
8IL. ,..e-,

~.

,------------------------------------

GET BACK TO SCHOOL!
Saturday, September 25 / I:OO~ I , :45
Ages 5-8 $
Fee: $2 Members / $4 Nonmembers
Chiropractor Dr. Suzilnm' Coff!')
will !t'''H'!J \lItl how til L~lkt· tllf' m·!u'
out of backpackillg to ~\'llO()l. Li"iHll

"Lout your :,pinl> alld fH'nOII" Sy,.;!t'lll.
anrl tn out ";OIlW e:\('I'r("i~f-','; that will
(wlp ):IJl\ ,,,it slrai::;ht and \Ialk tall.

FALL COURT DAYS IN LEE PARK
Friday, October I , 0:00-6:00
Saturday, October 2 10:00-6:00
Sunday, October 3 '2:00-5:00
All ages
COJl1f' ,i:-;it U:3 at Lf'e Park for the 2:1,,1 Annuul Fall

COUl1 Du\", Art-> and Crufb Festi\aL l\Iake \'our mark
on the Yi~"g:itlia Di",l.·o\'f:Ol")' ~llJ:-;ellm Quilt Pr·lljP('t. \Ye
,vill h,we' material,.; thert' for YOU to write your name on
a piece I)f fabrie that will bec.:rJJ)w it part ~f a quilt
hJ.nginf! in the MU"';I'ull1. A .31 donation rwr :-,qUi1l"1' will

ht,!l' :,;upporl the Mll~f'Um.

VIRGINIA fiLM fESTIVAL KIDS' VIDEO
SCREENING
Saturday. October 23 11:30-1:30 Ages 5+
Fee: $2 Members / $3 Nonmembers $
Enjuy jlopcorn und u drink a:-, you ,:.it lJi.It'k and dlt:'t-k
nut :,OIlJe CJ"eatin' ("hildl"l'n",~ fillllmakitl~.

INTERNATIONAL COOKIE-ING CLASS
Saturday. October 16 'O:OO~'1:00
Ages 5+

Fee: $4 Members I $6 Nonmembers $
[flIllt'" to lin> 'hl~f'llJll and j't,lrohratf" IlltPfIlCltiun3! Foud
fb\': tram hI)\\' !u filJKt' (·ookif'~ frolll arou/ld tit,· lIorld,
[;'1; ';'11111<-' 11t'l't· ,:Jnd (akt> .'I'ml--' IHlm .... to ~h<1n;·~

r-----------------------------------,
TO REGISTER FOR CLASSES, please complete this form and return it to the Museum with your I
payment. CANCELLATION POLICY: 48 hours notice required for a refund of fees. I
Child:, ~~~~ ,Age:__Class:, Oate:__Cost:___ I
Child:,~ ,Age:__Class: Oate:__Cost:___ I

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

KidConned:
The Next Generation

of Communication

SeptembCl'

Pl'ogmm Descriptions
$ - indicates a fee and PRE-REGISTRATION required

for a program.
oz:r _ indicates PRE-REGISTRATION required for a

program.
Classes (ill up fast so PLEASE REGISTER EARL Y!

GRANDPARENTS' DAY
SPECIAL OPEN STUDIO PROJECT:
MAKEA FAMILYTREE
Sunday, September f 2 1:00-5:00 All Ages
Grandparents admitted FREE with grandchildren
Brill,:! your Cramlpart'nt,:. tu tlw .\-IU:'(·Ulll to CI,lt,I)Llt"
your heritugl'; \\,-,'11 11<\\ t' lll~ltt'ri<.ll", on halld ill HUI

,.;tlldi!) fur ~'Oll to cr,',llt' \ nUl" lI11ilJlW fi.lrnih tWf'. Rrill~

,dOIl~ ."onw Llmil~ pilnt,)" if you haH> tlWtll, or h,m'> Ll
PIlLtroiet t,lkl'll Iwn· for .S:? f',wh.

(r
September 11, 1999lhrough

7 January 16, 2000

Thi" exhihit ex~ltlline:,; the bi::'lory
[If ("{IUHlHlrIil.."all0Tl iJnd 1akt,:,- a

hand",-on I(4)k at i'(l!ll(-' d' tht:' blest leclmu]ogy. Tn out
the lou!:; alld rJlaleriJL" of nwdem It~lt'pIH!n~,.; in ow
Repair Truck. Tr;J.\ t'! tlw world on Ull Internet Scav­
enger Hunt, 'lr lean! abuul wireli-':':" IPchnnlo:zy at our
Telephone Tree. E,en Ihe ('olllplt·x 'I'orlll f)fdi,~ili.ll

kdm()lo,!!"y i,:.:"implifipd inln i.l fmzzlt' chdlll'ng'-': J,)in II:';

il':' \I'f' t,lke a :-,impl .... look at the ~urhi:-lj(' ..lted It--chllolll,!!"y
lIf modtTtl communication.

This exhibit is generously developed and sponsored by
CFW Intelos.

DOWNTOWN STREET MUSIC fESTIVAL
Special Open Studio Proie--ct:
Make a Musi-ca.l Sn.strum-ent:
Saturday, September J J ~ (}:O~5:0D

All age! Free with admission
Drop iDln tht' \lu:,etHn ;111.1 ('reat .... YO\lr Ollll IHlI:.:.il·JI

iJl:,twtnf'llt from re(·\Tlt'd llhltc>rial,," \-L1k,~ :J glli(;lI".
kazoo. Will:,til'k. or drulll" Jild thf'n join ill the fl',tl\'itips
<J1l til .... D'J\lllt,)\\'Il 'bll.

DiSCOI'el'.v Comer

WIND ME Up! ,,\~ I

Who says grown-ups don't have toys? f1\~ /Y.
The Discovery Corner is featuring Gabe I ,\,~ ,.... I •

Silverman's collection of mechanical toys. l WI', (
Come try them out and watch them whir, \ I:':": I

twirl, squawk, and squeak! , .. , ~ I..
SEETHE STARS!
FIELDTRIPTO UVA MCCORMICK OBSERVATORY
Friday, September 3 8:30 PM
All ages free PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED "B"
~tay lip lute i.J.lld nwpt Li gruup from the ;\!u,;eUlll ilt the
Oh.;t>I'Yatory, There \\'ill bt" a .:::-lide show. tuur. dlld a peak
through the lplt':;colw:, Iwt'dther pi"l"Inilting;l. Pll"a.;<:, call
tht" \hH'LHll to pre-regi"ter-we nt'ed I.:' peupk 10
d('C'olllnlOllalf' for a ,:.pt"l'iaJ f';lrly group lour. TI1I:'
Ob.-.t>ni.llory i:, localPd al tIlt" top of tlw hill 011

'lcCnrmick H')Lld Lind !Mrking i~ mailahl,' ill tht·
;H!j,lCi"lIt lot.
Materials to make your own STAR CLOCK will be

available during our (ielhf trip.

SEETHE STARS!
FIELDTRIPTO UVA MCCORMICK OBSERVATORY
Friday. September J 7 8:30 PM
All age. f,ee PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED "B"
~t't' fll'!!).!T<llIl dl·,.;('riptioll ~d)"\t',

Exhibits

UP, UP &i\W~Y!~
Through September 5 ~r
Lp. L"p l\: :\\\(l~-! i" Pd("~jllg ih klg~. ':i) :--tnjl in for (Jile
la,.;llouf of (HII' aiql(!rt \'()ntrol towl'r. rUIl\\uy. \\j!](]

tllflllt'l. and ('(wkpit: Cah·h the iust night of thi." pupuL.lI
t'xhihit Ill-Jon' it lilkl'''; nff into dw widt' blue yonder.

This exhibit is sponsored by the'
Charlottesville-Albemarle AirportAuthority,

Piedmont HawthorneAviation,
Blue Ridge Flight Center and Williams.
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Charlottf3sville-Albemarle Chapter, Inc.

September 28, 1999

The Federal Communications commission
445- 12th Street, sw.
Washington, DC. 20554

Dear Commission:

The support and activities of WVPT are encouraging to

our area's young envirionmentalists where in recent years

they have considered the issues of clean water in our

communities. We have joined with WVPT in jUdging the entries

of some of the classes each year, and it has been a real

pleasure to read these entries. The efforts and programming

of WVPT in the interests of environmentalism have meant a

lot to all those involved--the schools, the children, the

parents, and to our League members.

The television coverage and documentary programs that

WVPT offers are a credit to our area and of strong inter~at

and support in our viewing area. ~heir commitment has been

strong to our issues of environment and conservation, and

our local League would ask for their continued service to

the public. Please continue Channel 19 for WVPT.

Sincerely, ~y!/to/ ~l-"z:'7AJ7.;;Y:;M-..

Mac Woodward, secretary



BOB GOODLATIE
6TH DISTRICT, VIRGiNIA

2240 RAYBURN hOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4606

(202) 22S-5431
FAX 12021 225-9531

wW'''',J _h ouse.gov,'good 1alle
ta i k2 bob(g; m all.ho use _g 0'1

ASSISTANT MAJORITy WHIP

CHAIRMAN, HOUSE REPUBLICAN
HIGH TECHNOLOGY
WORKING GROUP

COCHAIR,
CONGRESSIOr,AL Ir,TERr,ET CAUCUS

Congress of the United States
House of Representatives

October 13, 1999

COM,,1ITTEE ON AGRICUL'c.;?"

C!-iAiR:'V1AN,

SUBCO~~1\'lTTEEo;-.~

DEPj,~-"~E,'JiOP::::::ATlOf'JS, C/~=:: G~~,

;-..UTRliIO!\;, ':','..10 FORES-"-;:;'

S;j6CC~.~\'ITTEEC'·.
!_:'.I::S-OCK. DA.:RY, AND Pc.:""';_-;:;-'f

COf\:.\lITTEE ON THE JUCC '"C'''
SU3CC:':'.1\,1ITTEE Q~~

CCuRiS A:\D !~,,:E:"''...ECTUAL C;:;C:::'=:.::l-,1

SU8CQ:'liH\liTTE= ON II\1M1GR':'-,C>:'~

Mr. William Kennard
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Kennard:

I write to you on behalf ofWVPT, the public television station for Virginia's Shenandoah
Valley, which I represent in Congress. WVPT's General Manager, Mr. Moss Bresnahan, has
shared with me that the Federal Communications Commission is considering a waiver that would
assign WVPT's translator channel in Charlottesville, Virginia to a commercial television venture.

I am very familiar with the tremendous range of services that WVPT provides to the
Shenandoah Valley and the Charlottesville regions of the Commonwealth. The station has more
than one thousand hours of instructional programming available to schools in the Charlottesville
area. It produces an award-winning news-related show specifically for the Charlottesville market,
has programming specifically geared toward the non-profit sector, and has an Emmy-award
winning monthly series that provides the region's only documentary programming on history,
culture, and the environment.

WVPT is a leader among public television stations through its community outreach
efforts. It has a full-time office in Charlottesville, works in concert with a variety of public and
private institutions in the city and Albemarle County, and has a strong following among viewers
in the region east of the Blue Ridge Mountains. It's reputation for quality and service is well
recognized.

I strongly urge you to give careful consideration to the detrimental impact that such a
waiver would have on WVPT.

Thank you for your consideration.

=: 2 SOUTH "M'iN STREET

S:.JI~E "'. FIRST FLOOR
~"'RRISO,\aURG, 'JA 22301-r07
540' ~32-2391

="'X540,432-6593

916 MAI~ STREET

SUiTE 300

LY~CHBURG, VA 2~504-1608

180.:118-15-8306

FAX '8041 345-2245

Member of Congress
y"10 FRANKLIN ReAD. S E

~UITE 540

ROANOKE, VA 24011-2121
15401 857 -2672
FAX ,5401 857-2675

::;.10 385-326 ~

C~;<, ,5-10, ~65~3930
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October 21, 1999

The Federal Communications Commission
'-~45 1t h Street S.\V.
\Vashington, D.C. 20554

To the Commission:

I am writing to show my considerable su~)pOli for \VVPT-TV (PBS), which is in
jeopardy of losing its Charlottesville channel assignment due to a waiver that the
Federal Communications Commission is now cOll<,idcring. \VVPT provides
CIJ~lrlottesviJlewith indispensable programming. Fot' c:·~al11ple, \VVPT serves the
neater Clwrloltesville schools with 1000 [leurs or Instructional Programs. \\hi..:.:h'-' - ~

are utilized every Jay. In addition, more than 40 percent of\VVPT's sclL'duling is
devoted to children's programming. \VVPT produces programs specillcally
relating to Charlottesville. Among thLse programs arc: COllsider This, \vhich
provides a forum for local newsmakers and political candidates; Living in Virginia,
an Emmy award-winning monthly documentary series, which profiles the region's
history, culture and environment; and Short TLlkcs, \\'hich pwmotes the activities of
local non-profit organizations.

I believe that \VVPT-TV provides an essential service to the Charlottesville
communitv. Please do not take Channel 19 away from \VVPT. Iv!v constituents. .-'-

and I appreciate your consideration.

EC:mv

~ ~~---_.. ~ ..~~--~ ..•.~-~_._-_._._ .._--------------



__________Wj\CHOVIA
G. McNeir Tilman
Senior Vice President

Wachovia Bank, N.A.
Private Financial Advisors
123 East Main Street
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
(804) 244-3916 Fax (804) 244-3927

October 25, 1999

The Federal Communications Commission
445 - 1i h Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

To the Commission:

It is my understanding that WVPT is being challenged to hold on to its current Charlottesville,
Virginia, channel assignment due to a waiver the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is
now considering. To remove this channel assignment would cost WVPT hundreds-of-thousands­
of dollars, and cause a disruption to thousands of viewers in Charlottesville. In my opinion, it is an
unnecessary change just to accommodate a commercial TV application.

As a long time supporter of public TV, an avid viewer and a Board Member, I can assure you the
services WVPT provides to the greater Charlottesville region are vital and indispensable. It is
important to note that WVPT serves the schools in the Charlottesville area and that more than 40
percent of WVPT's schedule is devoted to children. Additionally WVPT produces award-winning
local programming specifically for Charlottesville. Consider This provides a forum for newsmakers
and free airtime for candidates. Living in Virginia is an Emmy - winning monthly documentary
series that profiles the region's history, culture and environment. WVPT is the only source of local
documentary specials on the history of Charlottesville.

With a local office and full time staff, WVPT extends the value of public TV into the community
through valuable outreach efforts such as Young Heroes, Young Environmentalists, Young
Author's Contest and Kid*Vention. WVPT has also formed a number of vital partnerships and
alliances with University of Virginia, the Children's Museum, the McGuffey Art Center and the
United Way to name a few.

If the FCC considers public service to the community in its decision, the commission must not take
channel 19 away from WVPT. I find it especially upsetting that the FCC is considering a plan to
give WVPT's channel 19 to a commercial TV applicant that has no plans to provide public service

to Charlottesville.

It is requested that WVPT be allowed to retain channel 19. At the very least, WVPT should be
granted an active role in these deliberations and be allowed the opportunity to apply for and
comment on the assignment of channel 19 to Charlottesville.

Cordially,

'Ii/1L1t--
G. McNeir Tilman
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LECONFIELD HOUSE

CURZON STREET

LONDON W j Y SAS

ENGLAND

TELEPHONE: 071-495-5655

FACSIMILE: 071·495-,3101

Via Hand Delivery

COVINGTON & BURLING
1201 PENNSYLVAN I A AVENUE. N. W.

P,O, BOX 7566

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20044-7566

(2021 662-6000

FACSIMILE 12021662-6291

WRITER'S DIRECT DIAL NUMBER

November 8, 1999

BRUSSELS OFFICE

KUNSTLAAN 44 AVENUE DES ARTS

BRUSSELS 1040 BELGIUM

TELEPHONE: 32-2-549-5230

FACSIMILE' 32·2 - 502 -1598

David S. Senzel, Esq.
Administrative Law Division
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Commissions Commission
445 Ith Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Applications of Achemar Broadcasting Company, Lindsay Television for
Construction Pennit for a New UHF TV Station on Channel 64 at
Charlottesville, Virginia (MM 86-44)

Dear Mr. Senzel:

As counsel to Shenandoah Valley Educational Television Corporation ("SVETC"), we
have received copies of your letters concerning compliance with the ex parte rules (47 C.F.R.
§§1.1200-12), which you have sent to various citizens who had expressed their views on the
above-captioned matter. SVETC fully recognizes the importance of the ex parte rules and the
necessity for all parties to remain infonned of all communications in a restricted proceeding.
This letter is to clarify that to SVETC's knowledge, with the exception of one oversight, all
parties to the proceeding have been served with contemporaneous copies of all submissions to
the Commission, in full compliance with the ex parte rules. SVETC, to facilitate compliance
with the ex parte rules, not only infonned all supporters of the need to serve copies of any
correspondence upon all parties but also, subject to one exception, collected all letters prior to
submission to the Commission and duplicated and mailed copies of each letter to all parties.
Any letter collected by SVETC was sent to the Commission with a label attached identifying the
proceeding and record to which such comments should be added. SVETC did not, however,
state specifically to the Commission that it had provided the copies to all parties. In the future,
SVETC will note on any submissions to the Commission that copies have been provided to all
parties to this proceeding in full compliance with the ex parte rules.

There may have been one oversight. SVETC received a copy of a letter from
Congressman Wolf, dated October 5, 1999. Due to a misunderstanding between SVETC and the
Congressman's office, the letter had been sent directly to the Commission from the



COVINGTON &. BURLING

David S. Senzel, Esq.
November 8, 1999
Page 2

Congressman's office, rather than forwarded first to SVETC for duplication and distribution.
SVETC believed, apparently erroneously, that the Congressman's office had already complied
with the ex parte rules by sending copies to all parties. In accordance with the letter you sent to
Congressman Wolf, SVETC understands that Congressman Wolfs communication will not be
placed on the record for consideration by the Commission.

Since the other letters were served on all parties and this letter clarifies that the ex parte
rules were complied with, SVETC asks that the letters mailed by SVETC on behalf of concerned
citizens be placed on the record so that the Commission may give full consideration to all views
presented in this matter of utmost importance to SVETC and the Charlottesville community.

Sincerely yours,

,-, 10· ~'.. ,~ 0~

Jonathon D. Blake
Cara Maggioni
Counsel to Shenandoah Valley
Educational Television Corporation

cc:

James W. Shook, Esq.
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Suite 8210
Washington, D.C. 20554

Christopher J. Reynolds, Esq.
P.O. Box 2809
Prince Frederick, Maryland 20678
Counsel for National Radio Astronomy Observatory

Robert M. Gurss, Esq.
Wilkes, Artis, Hedrick & Lane, Chartered
1666 K Street, N.W., Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20006
Counsel for APCO
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David S. Senzel, Esq.
November 8, 1999
Page 3

James R. Bayes, Esq.
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
Counsel for Viacom

Gene A. Bechtel, Esq.
BECHTEL & COLE, CHARTERED
Suite 260, 1901 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for Lindsay Television, Inc.

Katrina Renouf, Esq.
RENOUF & POLIVY
1432 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for Achemar Broadcasting

Chairman William E. Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
445-12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
445-12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Harold W. Furchtgott-Roth
Federal Communications Commission
445-12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445-12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Gloria Tristani
Federal Communications Commission
445-12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

_._---_._-------_._-~_.__._----------------------



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Cara Maggioni, hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing
Motion to Enter Citizen Comments Into the Record was this December 2, 1999 sent by first-class
mail, postage prepaid to the following:

James W. Shook, Esq.
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Suite 8210
Washington, D.C. 20554

Christopher J. Reynolds, Esq.
P.O. Box 2809
Prince Frederick, Maryland 20678
Counsel for National Radio Astronomy Observatory

Robert M. Gurss, Esq.
Wilkes, Artis, Hedrick & Lane, Chartered
1666 K Street, N.W., Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20006
Counsel for APCO

Ray White, Esq.
Paramount Pictures
Stations Group
5202 River Road
Bethesda, MD 20816
Counsel for Paramount PicturesNiacom

Gene A. Bechtel, Esq.
BECHTEL & COLE, CHARTERED
Suite 260, 1901 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for Lindsay Television, Inc.

Katrina Renouf, Esq.
RENOUF & POLIVY
1432 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036


